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ERRATA.

p. 161, line 4, for ‘ Maniker,” read ‘ Manika.’
p. 428, line 39, for ‘ southern,” read ‘northern.’
P- 434, line 7, dele ¢ which has been already alluded to.’

I shall be grateful for any corrections or suggestions
which occur to the reader. They may be addressed to me
at the India Office, Westminster.
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STATISTICAL ACCOUNT

OF THE

DISTRICT OF GOALPARA

(INCLUDING THE EASTERN DWARS).
—_————

OALPARA is the most westerly District of the Chief-Com-
missionership of Assam, occupying the entrance to the
Assam Valley. It lies along both banks of the Brahmaputra river,
extending from 25° to 27° north latitude, and from 9o° to 91° east
longitude. It contains an area, including the Eastern Dw4rs, which
were annexed to the District in 1866, of 4433 square miles, and a
population of 444,761 souls. The Civil Station, which is also the
chief town of the District, is Godlp4rd, situated on the left or south
bank of the Brahmaputra river, in 26° 10’ 25" north latitude, and
90° 40’ 50" east longitude.

Bounparies.—The District of Godlpdrd is bounded on the
north by the Bhutdn Hills; on the east by the rivers Man4s and
Singrd, which separate it from the District of K4mnip, and by the
Giro Hills ; on the south by the G4ro Hills; and on the west by
the Sankos river, which separates it from the Bengal District of
Jalpdiguri, by the Tributary State of Kuch Behar, and the Bengal
District of Rangpur. A revenue survey of Goilpird Proper was
carried out between the years 1849 and 1854 ; and of the Eastern
Dwirs, which had then been recently annexed to the District from
Bhut4n, in 1868 and 1869. A second revenue survey of the per-
manently settled portion of the District was effected in 1874 and
1875. The maps of this survey have not yet been issued, but are
under preparation.

JurispictioN.—The District has undergone many conflicting

VOL. IIL B



18  STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF GOALPARA.

changes in its jurisdiction. It originally formed a portion of
Rangpur, and was not erected into a separate District until 1822,
at which time it comprised the police circles (¢Adnds) of Go4lpar4,
Dhubri, and Kardib4rl. It was found necessary to exempt the
Gé4ro mountaineers, and other rude tribes on the north -eastern
frontier of Rangpur, from the operation of the existing Regulations,
and to establish a special system of government for the country
occupied by them or bordering on their possessions. This was
done with a view to civilise the backward races, to check the
disturbances which occurred among them, and to prevent encroach-
ments on the part of the neighbouring landholders. The Governor-
General of India in Council accordingly passed Regulation x. of
1822, by which Go4lpdr4, as comprised in the three police circles
above mentioned, was formed into a separate District, a Com-
missioner being appointed for the administration of justice in all
matters. The office of Deputy-Commissioner, or as he was then
styled, Principal Assistant-Commissioner, was first established in
February 1825. After the conquest of Assam by the British
Government, the administration of Go4lp4r4 was placed in the hands
of the Commissioner and the Judicial Commissioner of Assam.
Civil and criminal justice was administered according to the rules
laid down in the Assam Code; while in revenue matters the general
Regulations were followed, Godlp4rd lying within that portion of
Bengal which is included in the Permanent Settlement. The
Assam Code was virtually repealed by the passing of the Civil and
Criminal Procedure Codes, and since then justice has been ad-
ministered in accordance with these Codes. By the provisions of
a Government notification, dated 3d December 1866, Go4lpdr4 was
separated from the Province of Assam, and placed under the
Commissioner of the Kuch Behar Division in all matters. The
Eastern Dwdrs, forming portion of the tract of country annexed from
Bhutdn at the close of the war of 1864, were at the same time
incorporated with Godlpdrd. This arrangement, however, was not
found convenient; and by another notification, dated 1oth August
1868, the civil and criminal jurisdiction was transferred back again
to the Judicial Commissioner of Assam. In February 1874, a fresh
change took place, the District being incorporated with the newly
formed Chief-Commissionership of Assam, and it now forms an
integral part of that Province. There is no difference between the
Magisterial and Revenue Jurisdictions. The Deputy-Commissioner
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exercises the powers of both a Magistrate and a Collector. In civil
matters he also possesses the powers of a Subordinate Judge ; while
the Judicial Commissioner of Assam exercises those of a Civil and
Sessions Judge.

GENERAL ASPECT AND SUPERFICIAL CONFIGURATION OF THE
DistrIcT. —Go4lpdrd District is intersected by the Brahmaputra
river throughout its entire length; it extends along the right or
north bank of that river for a distance of fifty-six miles, and along
the left or south bank for a hundred and twenty miles. In shape,
the District may be described as a square, sixty-four miles along
each of its sides, with a strip forty miles in length by eight in
breadth appended to its south-west corner. The Eastern Dwirs
of Bhutédn, containing an area of about 1568 square miles, which
were annexed to British India in 1864 at the conclusion of the
Bhut4n war, were by Government notification, dated 3d December
1866, attached to Godlpdrd. In the Eastern Dwirs, and in the
tract which adjoins the semi-independent State of Kuch Behar
and the District of Rangpur, the country is perfectly flat; but in
the remaining parts, on both sides of the Brahmaputra, it is hilly,
the scenery in many places being very picturesque. The semi-
tropical vegetation in the foreground, with the forest-clad hills
in the centre, and the snow-capped range of the Himdlayas in
the distance, combine to form a landscape of extreme beauty.
In coming up the river, the traveller gradually loses sight of the
plains of Lower Bengal on reaching Go4lp4r4 District. He here
enters a valley, walled in by the Bhut4n range on the north, and
the Géro Hills on the south, which forms the entrance to the great
basin of Assam. The formation of the hills and the higher ground
consists of red ochreous earth and large blocks of granite, inter-
mixed with sandstone. The latter is subject to disintegration from
exposure to the atmosphere. In the plains the soil is composed
either of tenacious clay, or of clay more or less mixed with sand.
Along the great river there are large tracts of alluvial formation.
Earthquakes are common in Go4lpdrd, and at times very severe.

HiLLs AND ELEVATED TRACTS.—No mountains of any importance
exist in the District ; but a few ranges of hills run irregularly along
both banks of the Brahmaputra, and divide the country into several
drainage sections. Some of these ranges meet the river on either
side, the mighty stream flowing through the gorges thus formed, and
gradually expanding as it pursues its course. Besides these, there
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are groups of hills or elevated tracts, principally in Gol4 Alamganj,
Parbatjodr, and Kardibdrl pargands, covered with extensive sd/
forests. Here and there, isolated knolls and eminences are also to
be met with. The ranges of hills generally form long ridges, with
conical summits, rocky, and covered either with dense scrub-jungle
or heavy forest. Their sides are too steep for wheeled carriages, but
can be ascended by men or by beasts of burden. The principal
peaks are the following :—Bhairdb churi, the highest in the District,
about 1600 feet; Jéngrd-jdnsd, Hulu-kdnd4, Mechcha Khdoy4,
Pénch-ratn4, and Ajdgar. One of the hills, called Sri-Surjy4d pahir,
or the Hill of the Sun, is supposed to have been used by the Hindu
astronomers of old as the site of an observatory.

River SysTEM. — The rivers in Godlpdrd District navigable
throughout the year by boats of a hundred maunds or four tons
burden and upwards, are the following :—(1) The Brahmaputra,
which rises beyond- the Himd4layas, and after intersecting the
valley of Assam, passes through Eastern Bengal, where it joins the
Ganges ; the united stream finally falling into the Bay of Bengal as
the Meghnd. The Brahmaputra enters Godlp4rd District, on the
south bank, a few miles below Nagarberd, in Kdmnip District ; and
on the north bank, at the mouth of the Man4s river, opposite the
town of Godlpdrd. Its course through the District is at first from
east to west, but after running about sixty-five miles it turns to the
south-west, and finally to the south, and enters Maimansinh District
near the police station of Kardibdrl. Its total length throughout
the District is about one hundred and twenty miles. (2) The
Man4s river rises in the Bhutdn Hills, and enters the District at
a place called Béghdwdr, in the north of the Eastern Dwidrs, It
forms the eastern boundary of that part of the District which lies
north of the Brahmaputra, separating it from K4mnip; and after
flowing generally a southerly course for about thirty-two miles, and
receiving several tributary streams, it empties itself into the Brahma-
putra, opposite the town of Godlpdrd. A further description of this
and the other streams which flow through the Eastern Dwirs, will
be found in the separate account of that part of the country given
at the end of this Statistical Account (pp. 109, 110). (3) The
Gad4dhar or Gangddhar river rises in the Bhutdn Hills, and after
passing through a portion of Jalpdiguri District, enters the Eastern
Dwirs from the west, and flowing through a portion of Go4lpdrd
Proper, divides into two streams, both of which fall into the Brahma-
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putra. The bifurcation takes place a little below Siml4bérf, in
Ghurl4 pargand. The main stream takes a south-westerly course,
being known as the Gangddhar, and empties itself into the Brahma-
putra at Pakimdri, after running a course of forty miles through the
District. The other and smaller branch flows to the south-east, and
empties itself into the Brahmaputra at the Subdivisional Station of
Dhubrl. This branch, which retains the name of the parent stream,
is now nearly dry, being only supported by the water of a small hill
stream, the BAmndi. (4) The Sankos, or as it was called in ancient
times, the Suvarnakos river, probably from gold dust being washed
down by the stream, rises in the Bhutdn Hills, and after passing
through the Eastern Dwérs enters Go4lp4rd Proper near Kuch Behar,
and falls into the Brahmaputra after running a course through the
District of thirty-two miles. In the lower part of its course, the
channel of this river is scarcely to be distinguished from that of
the Gad4dhar. \

The following minor rivers are navigable by boats of fifty maunds
or two tons burden, and upwards, during the rainy season:—(1) The
Chdmpdmati, which takes its rise in the Bhut4dn Hills, and after
passing through the centre of the Eastern Dwérs and Go4lp4rd, falls
into the Brahmaputra below Bildsupdrd. (2) The Kdlddarn{ rises
in the Gdro Hills, and falls into the Brahmaputra in the east of the
District.  (3) The Jingirdm also rises in the Gdro Hills, and empties
itself into the Brahmaputra. (4) The Dudhndi rises in the Gdro
Hills, and falls into the Brahmaputra a few miles above the town of
Godlpdrd ; length in the District, about eighteen miles. (5) The
Krishndi also rises in the Gdro Hills, and empties itself into the
Brahmaputra on its south bank near Go4lp4r4; length in the District,
twenty-two miles. (6) The Harip4dni or H4thb4ti4 river rises in
the S4lm4rd range of hills, and after passing through a portion of -
Khuntéghdt pargand, falls into the Brahmaputra on its north bank
opposite Godlpdrd. (7) The Jin4rl rises in the G4ro Hills, and falls
into the Brahmaputra on its south bank a few miles above Go4lp4rd.
(8) The Tipk4i rises in the Bhut4n Hills, and falls into the Brahma-
putra after running a course through the District of about twenty-
five miles. (9) The B4mndi river also rises in the Bhutdn Hills, and
falls into the Gad4dhar near its point of bifurcation. These smaller
streams are all fordable during the dry season, with the exception of
the two first named.

Although the Brahmaputra does not appear to have permanently
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changed its course of late years, yet from the numerous alluvial
accretions, sandbanks, and islands situated in its channel, there is
no doubt that great changes must have taken place. There are
places on the banks of the river, as well as at some distance from
it, from the appearance of which it is evident that in days gone by
the river ran in different channels from the present. The banks of
the rivers are, generally speaking, alternately abrupt and sloping ;
the beds are sandy. They are not affected by the tide, nor have
they any bore.

Lakes, MARsHES, ETC.—The most important lake or 4/ in the
District is the T4mrdng4 4« in Khuntdgh4t pargand ; it is of con-
siderable depth, and covers an area of about seven square miles.
The Upad lake is next in importance; it is situated in H4brigh4t
pargand, and covers an area of about twelve square miles. The
only other inland sheet of water of any size is the Sdras & in
Parbatjodr pargand, with an estimated area of six square miles.
The remaining smaller marshes, with their estimated area, are as
follow : — J4ligaur, area two square miles; Kumri4, one mile;
Bakdul, one mile ; Digaldubi, three-quarters of a mile; Kishi4, one
and a quarter miles; Padmap4r4, three-quarters of a mile; Kadam-
tal4, one mile; Hasil4, one mile. The last-named swamp or
marsh is situated within a mile of the town of Go4lp4r4, which it
frequently inundates to a considerable extent in the height of the
rains. The average annual loss of life in the District from drowning
is returned at about ninety-six deaths; this, however, only repre-
sents the number of cases reported to the police, and the actual
loss of life from this cause is probably much greater.

Uses To WHICH THE WATER IS PUT.—The river Brahmaputra
forms the great natural highway between Bengal and Assam. On
an average, four steamers run from Calcutta to Assam every month,
laden with goods of every description. A very considerable traffic,
both in goods and passengers, is also carried on by means of country
boats upon the Brahmaputra and other large rivers. With the ex-
ception of Go4lp4r4 itself, there are no river-side towns in the
District which contain a large community living by river traffic.
None of the rivers or streams are anywhere applied as a motive
power for turning mills or machinery, nor do any of them possess
any descents or rapids which would render it likely that they could
be so utilised by the construction of dams or weirs. The water of
the rivers is not generally used for purposes of irrigation ; but the
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Mechs and other wild, half-civilised tribes who inhabit the borders
of the hill country, now and then dam up the small hill streams for
this purpose, and carry the water to their fields by means of small
artificial channels, There are no fishing towns, properly so called,
in Go4lp4rd District, although there are many very valuable fisheries,
the proprietary right of which belongs to Government, and which
are annually farmed out to the highest bidders. A considerable
proportion of the inhabitants gain a subsistence by fishing ; and the
produce of the fisheries, besides furnishing the necessities of the
District, also supplies the G4ros and Bhutids with dried fish. On
every market day in the little villages on the G4ro Hills frontier, a
large quantity of dried fish is either sold for cash or bartered for
cotton, cloth, and other commodities.

MarsH CULTIVATION.—NOo rivers or marshes have anywhere been
embanked with a view to the extension of cultivation, etc., nor have
they been utilised as reed or cane producing grounds. It is most
probable, however, that they are capable of being so utilised, as
reeds and canes grow spontaneously. Besides the inhabitants of
Godlp4rs, large numbers of people regularly come up from the neigh-
bouring Districts of Rangpur and Maimansinh to gather the canes and
reeds which grow abundantly on the sandbanks, river-sides, and in
the numerous marshes and swamps of the District. Long-stemmed
rice is extensively cultivated in Godlpdrd, chiefly of the following
kinds :—Zewd-bdo, which grows in from eighteen to twenty-one feet
of water, the growth of the stem keeping pace with the rise of the
floods ; any very sudden inundation or rise of water, however, would
overtop the plant and destroy it ; jé/-6do is cultivated in from fifteen
to eighteen feet of water; san-matf, in from twelve to fourteen feet ;
mera-bdo, in from nine to ten and a half feet; and %ekoyd-bdo, in from
three to four and a half feet. Many of the marshes, as well as lands
which are subjected to regular inundations, are cultivated with this
variety of rice. No increase in the length of stem has been effected,
so that it can be cultivated in a greater depth of water than formerly.
The fact that a very considerable portion of the District is under
water for some months every year, makes the cultivation of this rice
a matter of great importance. The country is inundated less by
the numerous small hill and other streams, than by the great Brahma-
putra river, which annually floods a large tract of land on both sides
of its banks, This river in the flood season rises above the level
of the mouths of the minor streams, and forces their waters back
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in an opposite direction to that in which they naturally flow, thus
causing an inundation of the low-lying tracts. The carrying out
of the long contemplated Trunk Road along the south bank of the
Brahmaputra, and of a similar work along the northern bank, with
strong bridges and aqueducts for the passage of the water, would
greatly contribute to relieve the country from the effects of inunda-
tions, which at present are often very destructive.

MINERALS; BUILDING STONE, ETC.—No discoveries of coal
mines, stone quarries, or minerals, have been made in Go4lp4rd
District. The hills abound with large heavy stones, which, it is
believed, might be utilised for building purposes. That this was
done by the ancient native kings is evident from the Thékeswar{
temple in this District, besides numerous temples in K4émnip and
other parts of Assam, constructed of these stones. No caverns, hot
springs, or interesting natural phenomena have yet been discovered
in Go4lp4r4,

Forests.—Several large and important forests exist in the Eastern
Dwirs, as well as in Godlp4drd Proper, which yield good profit ; and
the sé/ timber trade of the Dwirs, and of Parbatjoir and other
pargands, has contributed considerably to the wealth and prosperity
of the District. An important source of income to the landholders
of Parbatjodr, and in a minor degree to several other landlords, is
derived from taxes or cesses termed gor ka#i (felling timber) and
thdljdt (stacking timber). Their total income under these two
headings is estimated at about 43000 per annum. Under recent
arrangements, the felling of s/ timber (Shorea robusta) in the
Eastern Dwirs, in Government estates, and in the estate of the minor
R4j4 of Bijnf, which is under the management of the Court of
Wards, has been prohibited. Arrangements are now being made
in the Department of the Conservator of Forests for the preserva-
tion of the sd/ trees in the Eastern Dwirs. Besides sd/, the forests
contain the follawing useful timber trees:— Gambkhdri (Gmelina
arborea), used for boat-building; pamd (Cedrela toona), for making
canoes and furniture; ckdmd, for boat-building and general pur-
poses ; skilskhd (Cetrena); uridm (Andrachne trifoliata); jambora
kadam (Nauclea kadamba); singari (Castanea); oddl (Sterculia
urens); gandk sarai (Camphora glandulifera); dargdckh (Ficus
elastica) ; simul (Bombax Malabaricum). These, together with
innumerable other kinds of trees, bamboos, canes, etc., comprise the
heavy forests and jungles of Godlp4rd District. Those proprietors
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whose land is situated in Godlp4rd Proper do not pay any revenue
to Government for their forests, which are included as an integral
part of their permanently settled estates,

As regards the Government forests, the following paragraphs
are condensed from the Progress Report on Forest Administration
in Assam for 1874-75. A general inspection and survey of the
forests of this Province, then included within Bengal, was con-
ducted in 1869-70, prior to which year there had been no con-
servancy or realisation of revenue proper from the Government
forests. ¢In the valuable sd/ forests of the Eastern Dwirs, in Go4l-
pérd District, the Bengal woodcutters were found exceedingly busy,
cutting down whatever they wanted, and a great deal more, as was
evident from the number of partly used trees lying on the ground.
They only paid Rs. 4. 4. o (8s. 6d.) per axe for a year, which was
calculated to be at the rate of R. o. 2. 8 (4d.) per tree, according
to the timber-cutters’ own statement, that each man brought down
fifty logs, and supposing two logs to be cut out of one tree, which
is a very high estimate. At this time, logs realised on the Brahma-
putra Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 (41 to 41, 1os. od.) per pair. Wood-
cutters were in no way restricted as to size or quantity, and acted
entirely as suited their own interests.’ From 1870-71 the early
selection and demarcation of the better forests as reserves was
ordered to be placed in charge of the Forest Department; while
the remainder were to be managed by the Deputy-Commissioners,
to each of whom was attached a forest establishment, at a cost for
every District of Rs. 72 per month, or /486, 8s. od. a year.

The forest area in Godlpdrd District is roughly estimated at 430
square miles, being g per cent. of the forest area of the entire Province
of Assam within revenue limits, and 1o per cent. of the total area of
the District. This figure does not include the extensive forest areas,
where jim cultivation is allowed ; nor the grass savannahs covered
with trees, which abound in Assam. But the Forest Divisions in
Assam do not uniformly correspond with the ordinary executive
Districts ; and the Go4lp4r4 Division will ultimately include what-
ever forests may hereafter be set apart in the Giro Hills. At
present it comprises the Government open forest in the Eastern
Dwidrs, which has an area of 422 square miles. Of this tract about
eighty square miles are s#/ forest; the contents of which are estimated
at two and a half millions of sd/ trees, with an annual yield, if pro-
perly protected, of 25,000 trees. This is the most valuable Govern-
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ment property in the Province, and was declared ¢ Government open
forest’ from July 1872, under Act vii. of 1865. But from its ac-
cessible position the mature timber has all been worked out, and no
large income can be expected for some years to come. Except sd/
(Shorea robusta), siss# (Dalbergia sissoo), #kayer (Acacia catechu),
and chelaunt (Schima vel Gordonia mollis), all other timber is free
in an ‘open forest.’” In the year 1873-74, the expenditure on the
Forest Department in the Go4lpir{ Division was Rs. 937 (£93,
14s. od.); while the income, excluding the receipts of the civil
officers, was Rs. 169 (415, 18s. od.). A proposal is now (1875)
under the consideration of the Chief Commissioner, by which the
forests in the Bijn{, Chirang, Ripu, and Gum4 Dwirs shall be de-
clared forest reserves, and thus brought under more stringent rules
of conservancy. As regards the Sidli Dwdr, in which the forests are
at least equally valuable, it will be necessary to make a preliminary
examination and survey. ‘The great danger to which the forests
in the Eastern Dwdrs are exposed, is the spread of j#m cultivation,
which is jealously guarded against as regards areas on which sd/,
sissu, khayer, and chelaunt trees are growing. In 1874-75 two cases
of forest trespass were tried, in which five persons were concerned,
all of whom were convicted” The present area gazetted as un-
reserved forest in Bijnf Dwdr is 12°56 square miles, or 3 per cent.
of the total area; in Sidif Dwdr, 74°37 square miles, or zr1 per cent.
of the total area; in Chirang Dwidr, 245'76 square miles, or 50
per cent. of the total area; in Ripu Dwdr, 65 square miles, or 27
per cent. of the total area ; in Gum4 Dwdr, 24°65 square miles, or 26
per cent. of the total area; total, 422 square miles, or about zj5
per cent. of the aggregate area of the Eastern Dwérs. In addition,
there are about eight square miles of unreserved forest in Go4lp4rd
Proper.

JunGLE Propucrts; PAsTURE LANDs, ETc.—The chief jungle
products of the District are beeswax and dyes ; but it is supposed
that fibres are to be found, and that these will form an article of
trade. A considerable number of native medicinal drugs are also
found among the wild vegetable products, but it is not known
whether there are any that are made use of in the pharmacopceia of
Europe. The castes and hill tribes who gain their subsistence by
collecting and trading in jungle products and timber are the Mech,
Céchdrf, R4bh4, Gdro, Rdjbansi, and Hajong. About six hundred
boats come up every year from Sirdjganj, Dacca, and other places
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in Bengal, for the purpose of purchasing timber. It is estimated
that they carry down with them timber to the average value of £z0
for each boat. The total value of the timber traffic would thus
amount to about ;£12,000 per annum. Most of the small islands
formed by the Brahmaputra, as well as certain other localities in the
District, are used as pasture lands for large herds of cattle which are
annually brought up from other parts of Bengal. These patches
of pasture land are scattered all over the District, and their area
has never been ascertained. The landowners levy a tax from the
owners of the herds, called Adkdchards, which is estimated to yield
a total sum of about _£200 per annum.

FERZE NaTURZE.—The large sorts of game common in Go4lp4rd
are tigers, leopards, rhinoceros, bears, buffaloes, and deer. Rewards
are offered by Government for the destruction of wild animals, the
amount so disbursed being equal to an average of /4130, 13s. od.
per annum, for the three years ending in 1870. It was subse-
quently found necessary to increase the rates of reward offered for
the killing of wild animals. The Deputy-Commissioner states, on
the authority of the District records, that, about twenty-five years

" ago, more money was paid in one year for killing wild animals than
was realized from the land revenue. The number of deaths from wild
beasts and snake bites, during the same three years mentioned above,
averaged 116 a year. No rewards have ever been given for snake-
killing in Go4lpdra. The smaller sorts of game consist principally
of partridges, pea-fowl, jungle-fowl, floricans, quail, wild duck, etc.
Crocodiles abound in the different rivers. There is no regular
trade in wild-beast skins, but the skins of tigers which have been
killed for the sake of the Government reward are sold for small
sums.

PoPULATION.—Go4lp4r4 was formerly included within the Bengal
District of Rangpur ; and as such, came under the Statistical Sur-
vey of Dr. Buchanan-Hamilton, in the beginning of the present
century. He calculated the area at 2915 square miles (the present
area, excluding the Eastern Dwirs, is 2863 square miles), and the
inhabitants at 176,000. There can be no doubt that the population
must have largely increased since that date. At the time of the
Revenue Survey between 1849 and 1854, neither houses nor ploughs
were counted, which would enable an approximate calculation of
the number of inhabitants to be made. The police records in 1871

[Sentence continued on page 29.
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Sentence continued from page 27.]

roughly returned the number of inhabitants at 230,000. In 1870,
an enumeration of the inhabitants of the Eastern Dwérs was taken
on the occasion of the Settlement ; and in February 1872, a general
Census of Godlpdrd Proper was made. No fresh enumeration of
the Eastern Dwirs was attempted at the time of the Census in 1872.
The result of these enumerations disclosed a total population in
both Godlpird Proper and the Eastern Dwirs, of 229,374 males,
and 215,387 females ; total, 444,761 persons, distributed over 4433
square miles, and dwelling in 72,655 houses ; average density of
the population, 100 per square mile ; houses per square mile, 16;
persons per house, 6:1. The table on the opposite page briefly
exhibits the area, number of houses and population, in each division
of the District. The details of the population of the Eastern Dwiérs
will be given in the separate description of that tract, at the end of
this Statistical Account (pp. 115-119).

POPULATION CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RELIGION, SEX, AND
AGE.—The enumeration of the population of the Eastern Dwirs
in 1870 did not classify the population according to religion.
The following paragraphs, therefore, showing the numbers of
the population belonging to different religions, refer only to
the Regulation or permanently-settled portion of Godlp4rd Dis-
trict, the Census of which was taken in February 1872. The
figures are quoted from the tabular statements in the Bengal Census
Report.

The total population of the permanently-settled tract of Go4lp4r4
District consisted in 1872 of 210,134 males, and 197,580 females;
total, 407,714. Proportion of males in total population, 51°54 per
cent.; average density of the population, 159 per square mile. Classi-
fied according to religion and age, the Census gives the following
results :—Hindus—under twelve years of age, males 57,394, and
females 48,515 ; total, 105,909 : above twelve years of age, males
103,193, and females 102,317 ; total, 205,510. Total of Hindus of
all ages, males 160,587, and females 150,832 ; grand total of Hindus,
311,419, or 76°4 per cent. of the District population. Proportion of
males in total Hindus, 51°6 per cent. Muhammadans—under twelve
years of age, males 18,212, and females 14,377; total, 32,589 :
above twelve years of age, males 28,104, and females 29,223 ; total,
57,327. Total of all ages, males 46,316, and females 43,600;
grand total of Muhammadans, 89,916, or 22°1 per cent. of the popu-
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lation. Proportion of males in total' Muhammadans, 51'5 per cent.
Christians—under twelve ‘years of age, males 18, and females 12 ;
total, 30: above twelve years of age, males 69, and females 42 ;
total, 1x1. Total of all ages, males 87, and females 54; grand
total of Christians, 141. Proportion of males in total Christians,
61'7 per cent. Other denominations not separately classified,
consisting of aboriginal races and tribes—under twelve years of
age, males 1068, and females 1011; total, 2079: above twelve
years of age, males 2076, and females 2083 ; total, 4159. Total of
all ages, males 3144, and females 3094 ; grand total of ‘others,’
6238 or 1°5 per cent. of the total population. Proportion of males in
total ‘others,’ 504 per cent. Population of all religions—under
twelve years of age, males 76,692, and females 63,915; total,
140,607 : above twelve years of age, males 133,442, and females
133,665 ; total, 267,107.

The percentage of children not exceeding twelve years of age
in the population of different religions, is returned in the Census
Report as follows :—Hindus—male children, 184, and female chil-
dren 15°6 per cent.; proportion of children of both sexes, 34°0 per
cent. of the total Hindu population. Muhammadans—male children
20°2, and female children 160 per cent.; proportion of children of
both sexes, 36°2 per cent. of the total Muhammadan population.
Christians—male children 12'8, and female children 85 per cent.;
proportion of children of both sexes, 21°3 per cent. of the total
Christian population. Other denominations—male children 171,
and female children 16°2 per cent.; total proportion of children of
both sexes, 33°3 per cent. of the total ‘other’ population. Popu-
lation of all denominations—male children 188, and female chil-
dren 15°6 per cent.; proportion of children of both sexes, 34°4 per
cent. of the total District population.

INFIRM PoPULATION.—The number and proportion of insanes
and persons afflicted with certain other infirmities in Go4lp4r4 Dis-
trict, is thus returned in the Census Report :—Insanes—males 112,
and females 37 ; total, 149, or ‘0365 per cent. of the total District
population. Idiots—males 9, and females 4; total, 13, or ‘0032
per cent. of the total population. Deaf and dumb—males 59, and
females 37; total, 96, or "0235 per cent. of the total population.
Blind—males 203, and females 114 ; total, 317, or ‘0778 per cent.
of the total population. Lepers—males 259, and females 42 ; total,
301, or ‘0738 per cent. of the population. The total number of
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male infirms amounts to 642, or to "3055 per cent. of the total
male population ; number of female infirms, 234, or ‘1184 per cent.
of the total female population. The total number of infirms of
both sexes is 876, or *2148 per cent. of the total District popula-
tion.

The returns given in the District Census Compilation, showing
the occupations of the people, are omitted, as they do not stand the
test of statistical criticism.

ETHNICAL DIvisiION OF THE PEOPLE.—Go4lpdrd, as being the
frontier District of Assam, and having been often included within
the political limits of Bengal, naturally presents mixed ethnological
features. Excluding the population of the Eastern Dwirs, the
Census of 1872 returns 86,001 Hindus proper, or 2108 per cent. of
the entire population. The Muhammadans of Goalpdrd, for the
most part of the same ethnical origin, number 89,916, or 22°05 per
cent., being more than one-half of the entire Musalm4n "population
in all Assam. The semi-Hinduized aborigines are 132,095 in
number, or 3289 per cent. of the total; and among them the Kochs
are especially numerous. The aboriginal tribes number 97,732, or
23'99 per cent., chiefly made up of R4bhds, Mechs, C4chéris, and
Giéros. Both the Mechs and the G4ros of Assam appear to be
absolutely confined to Go4lp4rd District; which also contains just
one-half of the total R4bhds to be found in the Province.

The following list is taken from the District Census Compilation
of Mr. Magrath, C.S. It excludes the population of the Eastern
Dwirs, who are estimated to be 37,047 in number ; and the classifi-
cation differs in some minor points from that adopted in the
Census Report. Amongst other changes, the total of the Kochs
has been considerably reduced by the exclusion of a number of
Musalmédn Kochs, who had been erroneously included; and the
total of the ¢ unspecified’ Muhammadans has been correspondingly
augmented. The-list of Hindu and semi-Hinduized castes will
be reproduced on a subsequent page, but arranged on a different

principle, according to the rank which they hold in local estima-
tion :—
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Nagor Namomurry, | Number. | NESINVENT™ | Number
I1.—NON-ASIATICS. 2. Semi-Hinduised Abori-
Europeans— Do ginals—continues. 1,067
E‘.‘ﬁi"h’ . e 22 Nagii'yél oL 3,013
Iris . . . 4 Dos.’ldh'
Scotch, 1 e * : 44
d . . . Hiri,' . . . 118
Total, . 27 | Kot . 122
. Khyen, . . 776
American, . . . 4 K?/lih’ X 118,091
M . . 160
ToTAL OF NON-ASIATICS, 31 | Mihtsr, . 694
Pasf, . 6
Shi . . . 311
1I.—MIXED RACES. T
Eurasian, e e 12 otal, . | 132,095
3. Hindus.
4 Igﬁ;ﬁi"g{fz f (i.) SUPERIOR CASTES. -
- an s 9 Bréhman, . e . 2,366
India and Britisk Burmah. Réjput, ’_ . . ) 267
Bhutia, . . . . 40
Nepali, . . .. 34 Total, . 2,633
Total, 74 [\ii.) INTERMEDIATE CASTES.
. Baidy4, . . . . gg
B.— Natives of India and Kayasth, . . 1,43
Britisk Burmahk.
1. Aboriginal Tribes. Total, . 1,533
BDmga, ool 2‘; (iii.) TRADING CASTES.
Garo, c .. 9,957 | Agarwald, . . . 19
Hajong, . . . . 3,353 Bais-baniyd, . . . 17
Céchﬁﬁ, . . . . 22,755 Gandhébaniys, 285
Kanjar, . . . . 63 | Jaswar, etc., . 13
Mech, . 29,8g7 batri, . . . 119
Mikir, AN 383 | Marwad, . . 155
Maria, . . . . 15 Oswdl, . . . . 215
Naga, . . . . 1 | Subarnabaniy, . . 325
Na, . . . 34
Irghariyé, . 1,144 Total, . 1,148
Abha, . . . . 0, I
b, 3124 (iv.) PASTORAL CASTES.
Total, 97,732 | Godls, . . . . 1,518
2. Semi-Hinduized (v.) CASTES ENGAGED IN
Aboriginals. PREPARING COOKED Foob.
Aham, . . . 112 | Halwii, . . . . 12
Bagdi, . 6 | Madak, . . . 134
Bediys, . . 431 | Madhukuri, . . 150
Bhuiy3, . . 3 | Kandy, . . 91
Chémir, . . . . 163
Chandal, . . . 6,918 Total, . 387
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T, ox Caova | Number, | Nagmor Namowaurry, |y,
Lvi.)Alecumum CASTEs. (x.) LABOURING CASTES.
Baldi, . . . . 87 | Chuniri S
Birui, . - 248 | Gharimi, 2,416
gixybﬁuh, . 367 Kémkar, 3
iyd, . . . 166 Madashi, 6,427
Bhatiyd, . . . 45 | Matiyal, . 89
g;l:{’a, . . . lg:» Patiyal, . 532
Bu._ . . 4:!; Total, 9,472
{éé:nu, . ;ozg (xi.) CASTES ENGAGED IN
Kalita 11,02 SELLING FISH AND VEGE-
Koeri: . ‘365 | TaBLES.
Kurmi, . . 6o | Mét, . . . . 49
Mali, etc., g;
haloi, (xii.) BOATING AND FIsH-
Total, 15,530 ING CASTES.
alddhar, . . 2,
(vii.) CASTES ENGAGED aliyd, ", . . lg,ggg
CHIEFLY IN PERSONAL hal, . . . . 1,111
SERVICE, Keut, 610
Behard, . . . 1,282 | Médla, . . 962
Dhénuk,. . . 2| Patni, . . ., 50
Dhob4, . . . . 118
Hagiim or Nipit, !,373 Total, . | 24,653
Y . . . 1
— | (xiii.) DANCER, MUSICIAN,
Total, 2,798 gzccn, AND VAGABOND
ASTES,
(viii.) ARTISAN CASTES.
Kémir (blacksmith), 212 | Badyakér, 1%
KKinsari];M‘(b(mier), . . gs aitl, . 5
um| potter), . . 3
Hirh (potter), . . . 1,259 Total, . 275
Liher! (lac-worker), 20 A :
Sonir (goldsmith), . 114 | (xiv.) PERSONS ENUME-
Sunri (distiller), . 577 | RATED BY NATIONALITY
Sutradhir (carpenter), . 4,657 | ONLY.
Teli (oilman), . . . 834 Hindustén{, . . 11
Total, 8,651 Sikh, . . . 24
(ix.) WEAVER CASTES. Total, 35
Dhuniy3 19
ﬁ'; b - 6 653 (xv.) PERSONS oF UN-
Ka ’élf . ? I KNOWN OR UNSPECIFIED
Ka{’“n;’ : : 8,226 | Castes, . . 2,200
Tand, . . . 160
Total, . 15,119 | GRAND ToTAL oF HiNDUS,| 86,001

VOL. II.
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NAME oF NATIONALITY, Number.

Name oF NATIONALITY, Number. Trik, Ok CASTE.

TriBE, OR CASTR.

4. Persons of Hindu Origin 5. Muhammadans—

not recognising Caste. continued.
Aghori, . . . . 4 | Shaikh, . . . . 207
Vaishnav, . . . 1,602 | Unspecified, . . . 89,681
Buddhist, . . . 102
Sanyis, . . . . 47 Total, . 89,916
Native Christians, . . 98

TOTAL OF NATIVES OF
Total, . 1,853 INDIA, . . . | 407,597

§. Mukammadans. TOTAL OF ASIATICS, . | 407,671
Pathdn, . . . . 26
Sayyid, . . . . 2 GRAND TOTAL, . | 407,714

ABORIGINAL TRIBES.—The Gdros inhabit the tract of moun-
tainous country to the south of the District which bears their name,
and which was formerly included in Godlpdrd. They are an agri-
cultural people and live by tillage. They are subdivided into
many petty tribes or clans, each residing in its own village or
villages amid the hills ; their houses, like most of the hill people,
being constructed on raised platforms. Each chief of the numerous
petty clans has his vote in the assembled council of the whole
tribe, but no one of them is independent of the others. The
Giéros are a warlike and muscularly-developed people, but most
vindictive in their nature. This passion of revenge is carried to
such an extent, that if one man should be by any means killed by
another, a vendetta is proclaimed and the relatives of the deceased
never rest satisfied until the murderer is killed, or, if this be not
possible, some member of his family or a man of the same village.
The duty of avenging the death of a Gdro, if unfulfilled in the life-
time of the nearest relative of the deceased, descends from father to
son with unmitigated rigour. The G4ros, up till 1872, were divided
into two classes, called Malu4 and Be-malud. The former were
those who were the subjects of, or had declared allegiance to, the
British Government ; while the latter were independent. In 1872,
however, a series of murderous raids on the inoffensive people of
the plains, and the cold-blooded murder of a native attached to a
survey party which was mapping out the country, led to an expedi-
tion being sent against the tribes concerned in the murders, and to
the annexation of the whole tract of the G4ro hills, A considerable
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number of Gdros also inhabit the plains; but they seem to have
carefully retained the manners and habits peculiar to their race and
country, and have made but little advance on their brethren in the
hills in the way of civilisation. They live together in villages by
themselves, and very seldom return to their native hills. The reli-
gion of the Gdros consists in a belief in the existence of good and
evil spirits, who are the dispensers of happiness and misery. The
soil of the hills is in most part extremely fertile, and where properly
tilled, it yields rich and abundant harvests. Cotton, rice, and
chillies are the principal crops cultivated ; and these are brought
down to the markets held near the borders, to be exchanged for
salt, dried fish, tobacco, betel-nuts, etc. The ordinary dress of
the people consists simply of a narrow girdle wrapped round the
waist; but the chiefs, or Jaskkars, as they are termed, wear a some-
what more elaborate costume, and a turban as well. The women
are very fond of omaments, and some of them wear a number of
brass rings in their ears, each of a pound weight or so. The neck
also is usually cased in a mass of chains and other rude ornaments.
They are not at all scrupulous about their food, as, besides the
animals usually eaten, they devour cats, dogs, frogs, and snakes with
avidity. Their favourite dish is said to be prepared in the following
manner:—A dog is first made to eat as much rice as it can hold; it
is then roasted alive, and when the rice is considered sufficiently
cooked, the belly is ripped open, and the entire mass served up for
eating. Men, women, and children are largely addicted to the use
of spirituous liquors. No particular religious ceremony is observed
on the occasion of a marriage, beyond the sacrifice of a cock and
hen. The occasion is celebrated by the usual debaucheries of a
savage feast. Their funeral ceremonies are remarkable. The body
is kept for four days, after which it is placed in a small boat on
the top of a stack of wood near the house. The pyre is kindled
at midnight by the nearest of kin to the deceased, after which a
feast takes place. When the body has been entirely consumed,
the ashes are buried at the spot where the fire was kindled, and a
small thatched building is constructed over the place, surrounded
by a railing, within which a light is kept burning every night for a
month or so. If the deceased be a person of rank, the funeral pile
is decorated with cloth and flowers ; and the head of a bullock, sacri-
ficed on the occasion, is burned with the corpse. At the obsequies
of a superior chieftain, a large body of his followers sally forth from
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their hills, and having seized upon the first individual of a hostile
tribe they meet with, cut off his head, and burn it with the body of
their chief., Little is known of the tribal laws of the G4ros, but
murder, adultery, and robbery are said to be punished with death ;
fines are inflicted in all minor offences. The number.of G4ros in
Godlp4r4 District is returned in the Census Report at 9957. For
a more detailed account of these people, vide my Statistical Account
of the G4ro Hills District.

THE CACHARISs are scattered all over Go4lpdrd as well as through-
out Assam and parts of Eastern Bengal; and although they are
doubtless an offshoot from the original great C4chdrf race, and speak
a language similar to that of the people of C4chdr, they seem to
have no country from which they can trace their origin. Their dwell-
ing-places are situated near hills or forests. The Mechs are also
C4chidrfs, although they do not acknowledge the relationship, and I
therefore allude to them together. The language spoken by them,
with some slight modification in pronunciation or otherwise, is the
Céchdri, but it is not a written one, and the tribal traditions vary
almost everywhere. The Deputy-Commissioner considers it possible
that the C4chdris of Godlpdrd were originally immigrants from the
Céchér kingdom, who left their homes during times of internal
trouble, or at the time of Aham or Koch invasions. Their language
is somewhat similar to that of the people of C4ch4r, although it has
undergone considerable modifications. One difference between the
people of Céchér, and the C4chdris of Godlp4rd, is that the former
claim to be Kshattriyas, and direct descendants of Bhim Sinh, one
of the heroes of the Mahdbhdrata ; while the latter claim brotherhood
with the high-caste Brdhmans, asserting that they were both created
by Mahddeva or Siva, the Great Lord. The C4chdris and Mechs
form a strong element in the military and police force of this part of
the country, and throughout Assam. They are strongly built, stout '
and bold, and make good sepoys; the Deputy-Commissioner is of
opinion that they were first employed as such by the old kings of
K4mnip. They live in houses made of bamboo and thatched with
grass in the same manner as the Hindus, but they prefer hills,
forests, or jungly tracts as their places of residence. They use flesh
as an article of food, principally that of pigs and fowls, and are very
fond of a description of spirituous drink of their own preparing.
The bull, ox, and cow are held by them in as much veneration as by
Bengalis ; but although they style themselves Hindus, they retain a
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belief in a considerable portion of their old religion, and many of
them regularly make sacrifices of pigs, fowls, pigeons, etc., to the
good and evil spirits. In addition to their own language, the
Céchéris of Go4lp4rd also understand Assamese and Bengalf, and
speak it in dealings with those people, or others not of their own
tribe, but with a strong nasal pronunciation. Women are held in
high respect, and are placed on an equdl footing with the men in
every respect. They eat and drink with men in public; at social
gatherings an elderly female is selected to hand round the liquor,
and it-is customary for her on such occasions to kiss her juniors,
and salute her seniors. Both sexes dance together at these festivals.
The marriage customs of the C4chdrfs and Mechs are peculiar. If
a man fails to obtain the consent of the parents of the girl whom he
has selected as his future wife, and if the woman is willing to marry
him, he has only to find an opportunity of seizing her by the hand
in the presence of witnesses. This completes the affair, the man’s
claim to his wife is recognised, and the affair is celebrated by feasting
and dancing. The Céchdris and Mechs are a purely agricultural
people, and, with but few exceptions, live by the produce of their
fields. The Census Report returns the number of Cdchdrfs in
Godlpdrd at 22,755; and of Mechs at 29,877. In the Eastern
Dwirs they are still more numerous.

THE RaABHAs are also an aboriginal people, but they have now
no language of their own, and speak either Assamese or Bengali.
Their religion is a curious mixture of belief in their own demons and
good spirits, and in the Hindu gods, whom they also worship after
their own fashion. The R4bh4s are subdivided into several classes
or clans. In their mode of living they resemble the Céch4ris, but,
unlike them, they do not as a rule live near hills or forests. The
Census Report returns the number of R4bhds in Godlp4r4 District
at 30,124. )

BHuTias.—A few Bhutids inhabit the Eastern Dwiérs portion of
the District, and resemble in every respect their countrymen in the
Bhut4dn Hills. The following account of the Bhuti4s is extracted
from pp. 349~351 of Robinson’s Account of Assam (1841) :—* The
language spoken by the Bhutids is said to be a dialect of the
Thibetan, more or less blended with words and idioms of the
countries on which they severally touch. Their religion is a form
of Buddhism. In their religious observances, the most remarkable
circumstance is the noise with which they are accompanied. The
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instruments used are clarionets, sometimes formed of silver and
brass, but generally of wood with reed pipes; homns, shells,
cymbals, drums and gongs. The garments of the people consist of
a long, loose robe which wraps round the body, and is secured in
its position by a leather belt round the waist. A legging of broad
cloth is attached to a shoe, made generally of buffalo hide; no
Bhuti4 ever travels during the winter without protecting his legs and
feet against the effects of the snow by putting on these boots, which
are secured by a garter tied under the knee. A cap made of fur or
coarse woollen cloth completes the habiliment ; and the only varia-
tion observable is the substitution of a cloth for a woollen robe
during the summer months of the year. The food of the superior
classes consists of the flesh of goats, swine, and cattle, and of rice
imported from the Dwdrs. The mode of preparing their food is
most inartificial and rude, with little attention to cleanliness, and
still less to the quality of the meat they consume. They are very
fond of tea, and use it in large quantities. The diet of the great
body of the people is the most miserable it is possible to conceive ;
they are restricted to the refuse of wretched crops of unripe wheat
and barley, and their food consists chiefly of cakes made from these
grains, very imperfectly ground.  All classes are very much addicted
to the use of inebriating liquors. The amusements of the Bhutids
are almost entirely confined to archery and quoits ; their character
seldom appears to greater advantage than when engaged in these
exercises. Influenced as the character of every people necessarily
is by the nature of the institutions under which they live, that of
the Bhutids stands low in the social scale. Every element of
deterioration,” continues Mr. Robinson, speaking of them under
their Native Rulers, ¢is comprised in their government, both secular
and spiritual. Their energies are paralysed by the insecurity of
property ; their morals are degraded, and their numbers reduced
by the unnatural system of polyandry and the excessive prevalence
of monastic institutions. Yet, under all these disadvantages, some
redeeming traits of character occasionally prove them to be still
connected with the more elevated of their species by the links of a
common sympathy.” Only 40 Bhutids are returned in the Census
Report as dwelling in the permanently-settled portion of Go4lp4r4 ;
they are more numerous in the Eastern Dwi4rs tract.

The foregoing aboriginal and semi-aboriginal races chiefly employ
themselves in agriculture; some of them, however, enter the army
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and the police, where they make good and well-behaved sepoys
and constables, and others trade in timber. A few of the children
of these people are, now and then, to be found in the village
schools.

Hinpu Castes.—The following is a list of 94 Hindu castes met
with in Godlpdrd District, arranged as far as possible according to
the rank which they hold in local public esteem, and showing their
occupations, etc. The figures indicating the number of each caste
are taken from Mr. C. F. Magrath’s District Census Compilation :—

Hicu Castes.—The following 14 rank highest :—(1) Bréhman;
the first or priestly caste in the Hindu social system. Its members
are employed in the same way as in Bengal, as priests, spiritual
instructors, ministerial officers, landowners, etc. The majority of
the Brédhmans of Go4lp4rd are the descendants of early immigrants
from Upper India, Kuch Behar, or K4mnip; but there are also a
few Brdhman families belonging to the Rérhi or Birendra septs, who
emigrated from Bengal in more recent times. The others or older
Bréhmans belong to the Vaidik class, which was not assigned a
rank in the re-classification of the Bréhmans of Bengal by King
Ball4l Sen, about goo A.D. Almost all the Vaidik Brdhmans are
followers of the Yajur-veda, or that portion of Hindu theology
which teaches the efficacy of sacrifice. The rules laid down by
Raghunandan, the great Smdrtta bhattdchdriya, are also respected
and observed in the performance of ceremonies. The Census
Report returns the number of Bréhmans in Go4lpir4 District at
2366. (2) Kshattriya; the second or warrior caste of the ancient
Sanskrit fourfold social organisation. At the present day, it is
believed that no pure Kshattriyas are to be found in Bengal, although
many of the trading castes claim the rank. The Census Report of
1872 does not include the Kshattriyas among its list of castes ; but
among the trading and mercantile castes it returns the Khatris,
who, though now simple up-country traders, claim to belong to the
ancient warrior caste. The number of these Khatrfs in Godlp4rd
District in 1872, was returned at 119. (3) Réjput; employed in
military or police service, or as doorkeepers, etc.; 267 in number.
(4) Baidya ; hereditary physicians by caste occupation, but many
of them have now abandoned their caste calling, and are found
following every variety of employment open to respectable men.
They are supposed to have originally been the offspring of a Bréhman
father and a S\idra mother. The few families of this caste (95 souls in
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all, as returned in the Census Report of 1872) met with in Go4lpdrd,
are either immigrants or descendants of immigrants from Lower
Bengal Districts. They are held in high local esteem. (5) K4yasth ;
chiefly immigrants from Upper India of Bengal, and employed in
a variety of respectable occupations, as subordinate Government
officials, clerks, accountants, etc. ; many of them are also well-to-
do landholders; 1438 in number. (6) Kalitd; a caste peculiar
to Assam and Go4lp4rd, ranking above all the Sidra castes. In
the time of the earlier native dynasties of Assam, and prior to
the introduction of Bréhmanism, the Kalitds formed the highest
class among the people, and monopolised the priesthood and high
offices; and even at the present day, they exercise considerable
influence over the other castes, and are held in high esteem by all.
They now follow no distinctive caste occupation, but are employed
in various ways, as priests, traders, soldiers, agriculturists, etc.
Many of them claim to belong to the Kshattriya or warrior caste,
and prefix the title of Barman to their names. In support of their
‘pretensions, they allege that at the time when Parasurima, the sixth
incarnation of Vishnu, was making war on the Kshattriyas and
exterminating the whole race, they, through fear, denied that they
were Kshattriyas and called themselves Aul/uptd (literally, caste-
hidden); and that by this subterfuge they escaped the general
massacre. This word, they say, gradually became corrupted into
their present caste name of Kalitd. However, altogether irrespec-
tive of these traditional pretensions, it is certain that, prior to the
introduction of Brdhmanism into Assam, the Kalitds formed the
highest or priestly caste in the Province ; but they were ousted from
power and influence on the conversion of the rulers to Br4hmanism.
The Census Report returns the number of Kalitds in Go4lp4r4 at
11,527. Asaclass they are well off. (7) Ganak, Ach4rjya, or Graha-
bipra ; a degraded class of Bréhmans, who have lost rank owing to
their indiscriminate acceptance of alms and gifts from low castes.
Their chief occupation is that of astrologers and fortune-tellers ; they
are generally poor, and do not possess much influence with the
people. There is no intermarriage or social intercourse between the
pure Brdhmans and the Ganaks. The Census Report does not return
the Ganaks separately, their number being probably included with
the Brdhmans. (8) Vaisya; the third or trading caste in the original
fourfold Sanskrit social organization ; but it is very doubtful whether
there are any pure Vaisyas at the present day, and the caste is not
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included in the list given in the Census Report, although numbers
claim to belong to it, without any apparent right. Those natives
of Go4lpdrd who aspire to this rank, are said to have degenerated
to such a degree as to be classed among the Sudra castes. They
employ themselves as agriculturists and traders. (9) Mdrwdr{; an
up-country caste of traders and merchants; 155 in number. (10)
Agarwil4 ; traders, etc.; 19in number. (11) Oswdl; traders, etc.;
215 in number. (12) Jaswar; traders, etc.; 13 in number. (13)
Bais-baniy4 ; merchants and traders; 17 in number. (14) Gandh4-
baniy4 ; grocers and spice-sellers ; 285 in number.

RESPECTABLE SUDRA CASTEs.—(15) N4pit; barbers; 1378 in
number. (16) Kdmdr ; blacksmiths; 212 in number. (17) Kum-
bhdr ; potters; 803 in number. (18) T4mbulf ; growers and sellers
of pdn (betel leaf), also traders and money-lenders; 367 in number.
(19) Béruf ; growers of gdn; 248 in number. (20) M4l{; gardeners
and flower-sellers; 381 in number. (21) Godld or Gop; cattle-
keepers, etc.; 1518 in number. The men of this caste originally
immigrated from Bengal, and the town of Godlpdrd is said to
have derived its name from a colony of Go4lds. In olden times,
as at present, the District was noted for its excellent pasture
lands; and numbers of Go4lds from Bengal, especially from Chil-
mdrf and Rangpur, came and settled here. The principal Godld
settlements in Godlpdr4 are at Chdndari4, Baladm4ri, Jhitkabdr,
Boalmidri, Bildsup4rd, Gothl4, Chandrachar, and Gerdmir{. All
these places are situated along the banks of rivers, and possess
good pasture lands. (22) Madak ; sweetmeat makers; 134 in
number. (23) Kuri or Madhu-kuri; a branch of the previous
caste, whose members have abandoned their hereditary occupa-
tion, and taken to trading. They are generally well-to-do; the
Census Report returns their number at 150. (24) K4nséri; braziers,
coppersmiths, and workers in bell-metal; 175 in number. (25)
Lheri; lac-workers; 2o in number. (26) Teli; oil pressers and
sellers, also general traders and grain merchants; 834 in number.
(27) Sutradhdr; carpenters; 4657 in number. (28) Vaishnav;
not a caste, but a sect of Hindus comprising all castes, professing
to follow the teachings inculcated by Chaitanya, a religious reformer
of the sixteenth century. At the present day, the name is principally
used to designate Vishnuvite religious mendicants. Many profes-
sional prostitutes belong to the sect. The Census Report returns
the number of Vaishnavs in Goilpdr4 District at 1602. (29)
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Sanydsf; not a caste, but a sect of Sivaite religious mendicants ;
47 in number. (30) Réjbansi or Koch; principally employed in
cultivation. The word literally means ‘of the royal kindred,” and
is a title assumed by those Kochs who followed the example of
the Koch R4j4, Hajo, and became converted to Hinduism. The
Riéjbansfs or Kochs were one of the tribes who ruled this part of
the country in former days. Although their numbers were originally
but small, yet as all new converts to Hinduism are placed in this
class, it has increased so largely as to form by far the most nume-
rous section of the Hindu community in the District. The Census
Report of 1872 returns their number at 118,091, exclusive of those
in the Eastern Dwédrs. They are confined to no particular occupa-
tion. Different classes necessarily vary in social status, some holding
a rank equal with the Kdyasths and Kalit4s, while others are classed
among the degraded low castes. Those Rdjbansis who follow
menial occupations, such as tending pigs, bearing palanquins, etc.,
are called by their aboriginal race-name of Koch. (31) Halud
Keut; a branch of the Keut or fishing caste, who have separated
from their fellows, and succeeded in raising themselves in the social
scale. They call themselves Chhotd or Little Kalitds, and follow
agriculture as a profession. The Halud Keuts are not returned
separately in the Census Report, their numbers being probably
included with the ordinary Keuts (vide No. 66). (32) Aham;
descendants of the aboriginal Sh4n conquerors of Assam, converted
to Hinduism. At the present day they have greatly degenerated,
and are principally employed as agriculturists. The few who reside
in Godlpdrd District are, generally speaking, poor, and they have
intermixed freely with the R4jbansis. The Census Report returns
their number at 112, (33) Khyen; a branch of the Réjbansi or
Koch tribe, employed as agriculturists and traders, and principally
found in that portion of the District bordering on Rangpur; 776
in number. (34) Shaloi; cultivators; 842 in number. The following
eleven are also cultivating castes:—(35) Baldi; 87 in number;
(36) Basiyd; 166 in number; (37) Bhatiy4; 45 in number; (38)
Bihfy4; 124 in number; (39) Borid; 61 in number; (40) Das; 410
in number ; (41) Halgir ; 17 in number ; (42) Jarud ; 124 in number;
(43) Kaibartta; go8 in number; (44) Koerf; 163 in number; (45)
Kurmf; 60 in number. (46) Halwdi; confectioners; 12 in number.
(47) Kéndu ; preparers of parched grain, etc. ; g1 in number. (48)
Suri or Sunr{; wine makers by caste occupation; but, like their
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fellow-castemen in Lower Bengal, they have forsaken their original
profession, and now mostly employ themselves in trade. They are,
however, not so well off as in Bengal. The Census Report returns
their number at §77. (49) Subarnabanik ; bankers and jewellers;
325 in number. (50) Sondr; working gold and silver smiths ; 114
in number.

Low Castes.—(51) Dhobd; this caste is divided into two
branches, one of which follows its original occupation of washer-
men, and the other, called Rangf Dhobd, corresponding to the
Ch4s{ Dhob4 of Bengal, are chiefly agriculturists; 118 in num-
ber. (52) Kahdr; an up-country caste of palanquin bearers and
domestic servants; 18 in number. (53) Jogf; 6685 in number;
and (54) Katun{; 8226 in number. The hereditary occupation of
both these two castes is the rearing of silkworms and spinning and
weaving the thread; but most of them have now abandoned their
ancient employment, and are either agriculturists or traders. (55)
Dhénuk ; domestic servants; z in number. (56) Hird; this caste
is divided into two classes, one of which follows the occupation of
potters, but their work is done altogether by the hand without making
use of the wheel ; the other class are fishermen. The two classes
intermarry, and many of them follow both occupations. The Census
Report returns their number at 1259. (57) Dom ; 1067 in number;
and (58) Nadiy4l Dom; 3013 in number. These two castes are in
reality one. The name Nadiy4l, derived from the Bengali nadf, a
river, is given to these people on account of their preferring the
river bank for their habitations, and living by river industries, such
as fishing or boating. The Deputy-Commissioner reports that the
Nadiy4ls of Go4lpdrd are comparatively well-to-do. For some years
past they have been quietly abandoning their caste occupation for
higher employments. Many are now wealthy traders; and the
Deputy-Commissioner is of opinion that the time is not far distant
when this caste will hold as high a social position in this District as
the Sondrs (goldsmiths), Baniyés (traders), and Té4ntis (weavers) do
in Calcutta. They are a very industrious and persevering class.
(59) Chun4rf ; lime burners ; 5 in number. (60) Gharam ; thatchers
and house-builders; 2416 in number. (61) T4nt{; weavers; 160
in number. (62) Kap4li; cotton-spinners; 16 in number. (63)
Ganesh ; weavers; 13 in number. (64) Dhaniy4; weavers; 19 in
number. (65) Patiyl ; mat-makers and labourers ; 532 in number.
(66) Jaliy4 Keut ; fishermen; 610 in number. As explained above
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(vide No. 31), the Keut caste is divided into two branches, which
were originally one, viz. the Halu4 Keuts, who are agriculturists, and
Jaliy4 Keuts, who are fishermen. The distinction between the two
branches is now very wide, and they do not intermarry or socially
mix with each other in any way. From the manners, habits, and
language of the Jaliy4 Keuts, they appear to have originally emigrated
from Bengal. In the western part of the District they are known by
the name of Machhuds. (67) Behdrd; cultivators and palanquin
bearers ; 1282 in number. (68) Matiy4l ; labourers and diggers ; 89
in number. (69) Mét ; sellers of fish and vegetables ; 49 in number.
(70) Jaliyd; 19,230 in number; (71) Jalddhar; 2690 in number;
(72) Jhal; 1111 in number; (73) M4l4; 962 in number—all four
fishing and boating castes. (74) Patnf; ferrymen; so in number.
(75) Kdmkar ; labourers; 3 in number. (76) Madashi; labourers ;
6427 in number. (77) Badyakdr; makers of drums and other musical
instruments, which they sell as well as perform upon themselves ; 190
in number. (78) Dawdi ; a low class of Rdjbansis, who tend and sell
pigs; not returned as a separate caste in the Census Report. (79)
Nat; this caste is said to be peculiar to this part of the country, the
members belonging to it in Go4lpdr4 being immigrants from Assam.
Their occupation is that of singers and dancers ; many of the women
are prostitutes. The caste is not returned separately in the Census
Report. (80) Bait{; mat-makers and musicians; 85 in number.
(81) Bari4 ; this caste is said to be peculiar to Go4lpdr4 and Assam,
but it is not returned separately in the Census Report. Its members
are also called Siit, from the renowned expounder of the Purdnas of
the same name, of olden India, who was born of a Brdhman widow.
When a Bréhman woman has illicit intercourse with a man of a lower
caste, she becomes excommunicated from her own class; the offspring
of such connections are called Barids. As the restrictions against
widow re-marriage increased, such clandestine intercourse became
more common ; and the offspring of such connections have now
become so numerous as to have formed themselves into a distinct
class. In cases where both the parents are Bréhmans, they generally
retain the sacred thread (pai#4), although this is sometimes discon-
tinued. There are only a few families of these Barids in Godlp4rs4,
although they are numerous in Upper and Central Assam.
SEMI-ABORIGINAL CaASTEs.—The following are all semi-aboriginal
castes, forming the very lowest section of the Hindu community.
Except where otherwise mentioned, they are chiefly employed as
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labourers, although most of them have small plots of land which they
cultivate for themselves :—(82) Bdgdi; 6 in number. (83) Bediyd ;
431 in number. (84) Bhuiyd; 3 in number. (85) Chédmér or
Much{ ; shoemakers and leather-dealers ; 163 in number, principally
settlers from Upper India. (86) Chand4l; fishermen and agricul-
turists ; 6918 in number. (87) Dosddh ; swineherds; 44 in number.
(88) Kdord ; swineherds; 122z in number. (89) Karangd; 6o in
number. (go) H4ri; this caste is divided into two classes, one who
work as goldsmiths and call themselves Baniy4s, and the other who
follow the occupation of sweepers; 118 in number. (91) M4l; 160
in number. (92) Mihtdr; sweepers; 694 in number. (93) P4si,
or toddy-makers; 6 in number. (94) Shik4ri; huntsmen; 311 in
number.

MUHAMMADAN SEeCTS. — Almost the whole of the Musalmén
population of Godlpdrd belong to the Sunni sect, although Shaikh,
Sayyid, Mughul, and Path4n families are to be found. As a body,
the Muhammadans of Godlp4r4 are not rich, but there are several
wealthy families among them. Some of the lower classes of Musal-
méns are said to have adopted Hindu religious practices and customs.
The Mari4s are a low class of professing Muhammadans, detested
by orthodox followers of Isl4m on account of their inveterate habits
of drunkenness. They are particularly unclean in their personal
habits, and of a quarrelsome disposition. Their chief occupation is
the making of brass utensils.

No caste or class of people in Godlp4rd appears to be declining
from its former rank or numbers. There are no predatory clans
or classes; but a wandering gipsy-like caste of people, called Bar4-
masiy4s, frequently come to the District on the occasion of certain
local fairs and festivals. These people, with their families, live in
boats, and move from place to place selling trinkets, drugs, and
other petty articles of trade.

Lincuistic DivisioNs.—As regards language, the population of
Go4lpdrd may be divided into two classes, each inhabiting a dis-
tinctly defined tract of country. To the east of the Bhairub-churd
hills on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, and of the Pagld Tek
hills on the south bank of the river, the language of the people
is Assamese; while to the west of these natural barriers Bengalf
prevails. ‘ ’

IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION.—There is very little immigration
into, or emigration from, the District. Some of the people who live
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near the boundaries are occasionally in the habit of removing to the
neighbouring Districts, but this is mostly done when they are hard
pressed by their landlords for arrears of rent which they are unable
to pay. A few immigrants from Bengal and Hindust4n, as well as from
Assam, sometimes come to Godlp4rd seeking employment, or for
trading purposes ; but their numbers are so few that this can hardly
be called immigration. Some of them send for their families as
soon as they have succeeded in finding employment. In other
cases where the new-comers are unmarried, they permanently settle
down, and marry women of the District. In the former case, the
immigrants generally ultimately return to their own home, and do not
mix with the people of the country ; in the latter case, they seldom
return, but after intermarriage they are not looked upon favourably
by their fellows. Shortly before the Burmese invasion of Assam,
a few hundred Sikhs were brought from the Panj4b as sepoys in the
pay of the native Government. They were stationed at Hadird
chauki opposite Go4lp4r4, and fought against the Burmese in the
battle that took place in that neighbourhood. After the British
occupation of Assam, the survivors scattered themselves over the
Province, and are still locally called Singhs. A few families residing
in the towns of Godlpird and Dhubri still retain their national
customs and habits. These Sikh soldiers were not accompanied by
their wives, and on settling down they married women of the country,
generally of the lower castes of Hindus, such as Réjbansfs, R4bh4s,
etc. A few Burmese, the descendants of a small party stationed at
Singim4rf after the expulsion of their countrymen by the British, are
settled in the District, and until lately were employed by the local
officers as sepoys on occasions of Gdro expeditions. Many of these
men married women belonging to low castes of Hindus, and have
now become denationalised.

ReLIGIoUs DivisioN oF THE PEOPLE.—The great bulk of the popu-
lation, or 76°4 per cent., are Hindus ; the remainder being made up
of Muhammadans, who form 22°1 per cent. of the population, together
with a small sprinkling (in all, 1-5 per cent.) of Christians, Buddhists,
and aboriginal tribes still professing their primitive forms of faith.
According to the Census Report of 1872, the Hindu population of
the Regulation part of Godlp4rd District numbers 160,587 males,
and 150,832 females ; total, 311,419. Proportion of males in total
Hindu population, 51°6 per cent. Muhammadans; males 46,316,
and females 43,600; total, 89,916, Proportion of males in total
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Musalméns, 51°5 per cent. Christians ; males 87, and females 54 ;
total, 141. Proportion of males in total Christians, 61°7 per cent.
Other denominations not separately classified in the Census Report ;
males 3144, and females 3094 ; total, 6238. Proportion of males
in total ‘others,’ 50°4 per cent.

Hinpus.—The Hindus, as a body, occupy the highest social
rank in the District. The majority of them, especially among the
lower castes, are Vishnuvites, belonging to one or other of the
following three sects:—Mahdpurishi4, the followers of Sankar and
M4dhab; D4modiiri, the followers of Ddmodar ; and Chaitanya
Panthiyd, the followers of Chaitanya. The rest of the Hindu
population are Sivaites. The principal religious holidays are the
Durgéd pujé, a festival held in honour of one of the incarnations
of the wife of Siva, the God of Destruction, held in September or
October ; the Dol-j4tr4, or swinging festival, in honour of Krishna,
held in February or March; the Asokashtami Snén, or bathing
festival, held in April or May; the Baisdkh Domahi, on the last
day of the Bengall year; the Mdgh Domahi, when the sun enters
Capricorn, in January or February; the Diwdli festival, in honour
of K4li, another form of the wife of Siva, in October or November;
Guru-kirttan puj4, a Vishnuvite festival, held in August or Sep-
tember ; Kartik puj4, in honour of the God of War, one of the
sons of the Goddess Durgd, held in November or December.
The Hindu women of Go4lpird do not observe so many fast days
(dratas) as those of Bengal. As a rule, they assist their husbands
and fathers in the labours of the field, besides weaving cloth
and performing their household duties. Among the lower classes
widow marriage is common. A branch of the Bréhma Sam4j, or
theistic sect of Hindus, was established by Beng4li immigrants
in 1868, but has not made much progress among the natives of the
District.

MunamMapaNs.—The religion of Isldm does not appear to be
making any further advance among the people. In olden times,
Rangémati, in the Fiscal Division of Gol4 Alamganj, on the north
bank of the Brahmaputra, was the site of a Muhammadan fortress, of
which the ruins are still to be seen. This, as well as the large
numbers of Muhammadan soldiery who remained behind after the
invasion of Assam, accounts for the considerable Musalmé4n popula-
tion in the District. Many of the Musalm4ns residing in the towns
have joined the Fardizi sect, although they are not so fanatical
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as in Eastern Bengal. In the interior of the District, a great many
have adopted idolatrous practices similar to the Hindus; and the
Deputy-Commissioner states that their processions and ceremonies,
as well as their worship of village divinities and saints, show that
they have practically renounced Isl4m.

BuppHisTs.—The Bhutid and Nepdlf inhabitants make up the
Buddhist population ; they are not, however, returned separately in
the Census Report.

Jains.—The only Jains in the District are the Oswéls or M4r-
wiris, locally called K4iny4 in Godlpdrd. They originally came to
the country for trading purposes, and are now the principal mer-
chants in the District.

CHrIsTIANS.—There are five small native Christian communities
in Goalp4rd, numbering altogether in 1870, according to the Deputy-
Commissioner, about a hundred and ninetysouls. TheCensus Report
of 1872, however, returns the total number of native Christians at
only ninety-eight. The Gdros residing in and near the boundaries
of the District were first visited by a missionary about eight or nine
years ago, and the progress of Christianity has been steady and
encouraging among them from the first. The converts are, for the
most part, engaged in agriculture, and are generally well-to-do,
although some are poor. The local missionary is the Rev. J. J.
Stoddard, of the American Baptist Mission. There are also two
native missionaries stationed at Bijni, in the Eastern Dwidrs, but as
yet they have not met with much success in their efforts among the
rural population.

No new caste or sect, either of Hindus or Muhammadans, has
sprung up in late years.

DuvisioN oF THE PEOPLE INTO TowN AND CoOUNTRY.—The
population of God4lp4rd District is entirely rural, and the people do
not evince any tendency towards urban life. According to the results
of the Census of 1872, there ‘is not a single town in the District
containing upwards of 5ooo inhabitants. Mr. C. F. Magrath’s
District Census Compilation thus classifies the villages:—There are
777 villages containing less than two hundred inhabitants; 306
with from two to five hundred ; 175 with from five hundred to a
thousand ; 6o with from one to two thousand; 9 with from two to
three thousand ; and 3 with from three to four thousand.

GoaLPARA.—The town of Godlpdrd, which is also the civil head-
quarters of the District, is situated on the south bank of the
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Brahmaputra, in north latitude 26° 10’ 25", and east longitude go®
40’ 50". It has always been the principal seat of commerce in the
District, although, with its suburbs, it only contains a population,
according to the census of 1872, of 4678 souls. So long ago as
1788, the name of a Mr. Raush appears as a merchant settled here,
who was in a position to send a force of 700 armed guards to fight
the Modmd4rids who had rebelled against the Assam king. In the
time of the Assam R4jds, a guard was stationed at Hadir4, opposite
Go4lpdrd, which interfered with the free access of trading boats
into Assam from Bengal In consequence of this, merchants
and traders used to settle at the town of Godlp4rd, or at Jogigoph4,
on the opposite side of the river. In addition to the ordinary
local traffic, the products of the Gdro Hills on the south, and of
the Bhutdn Hills on the north, are brought to Godlpdr4, and meet
with a ready sale. The Civil Station is built on an oblong hill,
258 feet high, and upwards of 6oo feet above sea-level. There
are a few private houses on the hill, occupied by the officials
of the District, and the missionary. On the summit is a fine
piece of table-land, commanding a splendid view of the Bhut4n
and Him4layan ranges, and also of the Gdro Hills. At almost all
seasons of the year there is a breeze blowing, and the only objec-
tion to the spot is the fatiguing ascent, which is too steep for
carriages. The native town of Godlpdrd is situated on the western
side of the hill. It is dry and regularly built, consisting of several
large streets running parallel to each other, with cross roads at right
angles. In the main street—the one nearest the river—are all the
shops; and the whole town, with the exception of a few masonry dwell-
ings, is constructed of wooden posts,bamboo mats,and thatching grass.
Fires are consequently of frequent occurrence, particularly during
the hot months of March, April, and May. There is a good-sized
market at the top of the main street, which is in general well stocked
with fish, fowls, and native vegetables, but no animal food is procur-
able. The immediate vicinity of the town consists of plain land, a
good portion of which is under cultivation, intersected with small
hills and large marshes. During the height of the rains, portions of
the town are inundated, and in some parts the people have to use
canoes to proceed from their houses to the raised roads.

GauripUR —The next town in importance is Gauripur, on the
north bank of the Brahmaputra, in Gold Alamganj pargand, which

contains the residence of the richest landholder of the District, and
VOL. IL D
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where a small fair is held in September or October every year. The
population, according to the census of 1872, amounts to 1805.

DHusR1 is the Headquarters of the Subdivision of the same name,
and the seat of a Subordinate Judge’s Court. It is also the Head-
quarters of the Executive Engineer of the Lower Assam Division.
As a calling-place for the Assam steamers, where passengers and
goods for the Western Dwdrs, or Kuch Behar, are landed, it is
rapidly rising in importance. In March 1871, Dhubrf was declared
to be an additional place of embarkation for labourers proceeding
to the Assam tea districts. The population, at the time of the
census of 1872, was only 477.

LAKSHMIPUR is the next town of importance, and the residence
of the superior landlord of the large Fiscal Division of Mechhp4r4;
population unknown.

OTHER TowNs AND VILLAGES.—Bfldsupdrd is the residence of
the landlord of Chédpdr; population unknown. The principal seats
of the timber trade are Bagribdrf, Rupsf, Gauripur, Simlib4ri,
Lakshmipur, Bildsupdrd, Mdijang4, and Marndi. These places will
all advance in prosperity with the progress of the timber trade,
which is now in a very promising condition. Another town or
village of some importance as a seat of trade is M4nikachar,
situated on the extreme south-west of the District, in Kar4ib4ri
pargand, opposite the village of Bigw4, in Rangpur District. The
formation of the new District of the G4ro Hills has contributed
to the prosperity of this village, as well as to that of Singimér, in
the same Fiscal Division. The only other places of importance in
Go4lpdr4 are P4itdmdri and Agamdni; the former for its jute trade,
and the latter because of its being the chief outpost between the
Subdivision of Dhubri and Kuch Behar. Besides these, Sidli
and Bijn{, in the Eastern Dwérs division of the District, will also
become important towns, as the trade with Bhutdn increases.
Periodical markets (%44#s) are held at Jird, Nib4r{, D4dmr4, Pordkasu4,
Dalo, Mahendraganj, R4j4b4ld, and other places on the Gidro
frontier. The larger towns and places where markets are held, and
where shopkeepers and traders reside, furnish a large proportion of
the administrative work of the District. Places that are situated on
or near the boundaries of the estates of the landholders also give a
considerable amount of police and criminal work, especially in the
harvesting season, or between the months of November and March.

MunicipALITIES.—The Municipal Act (vi. B.c. of 1868) was
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extended to Godlpdrd town in 1875. In 1876 the municipal income
was estimated at £ 300 ; and even with this small sum, the Deputy-
Commissioner believed that considerable improvement could be
effected in the sanitary condition of the town. In the year 1876-77
the total receipts were £398, of which £338 was derived from
direct taxation ; the total expenditure was £351, of which £141
was assigned to conservancy. The incidence of taxation was 1s.
43d. per head.

TeEMPLES AND PLACES OF PILGRIMAGE.—There is a famous temple
on the top of a hill in H4brdgh4t Fiscal Division, dedicated to the
Goddess Durgd. The building is called the Thikeswdrf Temple,
and its architecture proves the engineering skill of the person who
designed and built it. People from all parts of India, especially
Sanydsfs or religious mendicants, make pilgrimages to the place.
The hill is tenanted by monkeys ; and the two chief ones, a male and
female, are said to be the king and queen, and, as such, are con-
sidered sacred by the pilgrims. Another place of Hindu pilgrimage
is ‘the temple of Dudh-nédth, sacred to Siva, at Jogigoph4, on the
north bank of the Brahmaputra, opposite Go4lp4rd. There are several
artificial caverns, or holes cut in the rocks, found in the neighbour-
ing hills, which are said to have been constructed by olden sages for
the purposes of devotion and meditation ; and their position and
the surrounding scenery seem to favour this supposition.

MATERIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.—The Mechs, C4chdris,
R4bhds, Gdros, and most of the hill people inhabiting the District,
are very simple in their manners and habits. Necessity or revenge
seems to be the common cause of their offences against the criminal
law. They commit thefts and even murders ; but in the majority of
cases they confess their guilt as soon as they are apprehended. The
people of Godlpérd generally are good imitators, and anything that is
new to them they try to copy. This is partly owing to the fact that
caste restrictions are not so strict as they are in other parts of Bengal.
Ties of relationship are highly regarded, and appear to be very
binding among them ; even distant relatives are acknowledged to
have the right of the shelter of a home in case of want or necessity.
The Céchéris and other hill tribes drink a liquor prepared by them-
selves from rice, and a large proportion of the people either eat or
smoke opium. Many of them also smoke gdnjd, an intoxicating
preparation of hemp. European wines and spirits have been intro-
duced into the Station, and it is a matter of regret that some of the
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country people have begun to use them. Education does not seem
to have hitherto made much progress among the people. In 1871,
the Deputy-Commissioner stated that he was of opinion that not
more than eight hundred boys had received instruction at the few
schools in the District. The only school in Godlpdrd for girls is
one established by the American Baptist Mission, and there is no
institution for giving instruction in any of the fine or useful art